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HILLS OF HALIFAX 
APRIL, 2026 



A Note from Pastor Brendan...   

Pastor Brendan Hock: bhock@halifaxgmc.org / 717-896-8092 x 101      “Christ Centered  |  Community Driven.”         

Springing Forward in Faith: Celebrating Resurrection and Renewal 
 
This Easter season, our hearts are overflowing with gratitude as we celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ—a powerful reminder that God brings new life, hope, and transformation even after 
the darkest winters. Just as the earth awakens in spring, we see God stirring renewal in our hearts,  
in our community, and throughout our church family.  
 
We rejoice in the exciting milestones God has brought us this season. Twenty new adult members 
joined our congregation - bringing fresh hearts, new ideas, and renewed energy into our church family. 
In addition, Seven young disciples will make their faith their own through Confirmation, stepping  
forward to claim the promises of God for themselves. And on Baptism Sunday, nine people publicly 
committed their lives to Christ, each story a testament to God’s patient, transformative grace and love. 
Moments like these remind us that the Spirit of God is alive and moving among us—breaking through 
barriers, healing hearts, and drawing people closer to Him. 
 
As we prepare for our pastoral transition, we do so with confidence and hope, knowing that God is 
guiding each step of the journey. While transitions can naturally bring uncertainty, Meagan and I have 
been struck by the sense of the Lord’s careful orchestration, and we have felt His hand at work in ways 
both big and small, and we are humbled to witness His faithfulness.  
 
In the coming weeks, the SPRC will begin interviewing Pastoral candidates for HCC.  Please continue to 
keep them in prayer.  We know that God is already preparing the heart of the new Pastor, and we know 
that He will guide the SPRC in their discernment.   In the meantime, let us celebrate how God is on the 
move today, bringing new life — not just in the world around us, but in the lives of people in our  
congregation.   
 
As we rejoice in the Resurrection of Jesus, remember that this message is not coming from someone 
who is just another wise teacher, but this time the message is coming from God’s own Son:  to live a 
life that warms the heart of God, to live the life that will really bring you the very best that life can give, 
to live a life that can transform the world around you, to look into the face of Jesus, to follow him and 
listen to his teaching.   Grab hold of His promises.  God’s purpose will not be defeated.  Not by a long 
shot.  
  
I love you all! 

 

 

-Pastor Brendan    

BUS TRIP 

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

• Joshua at Sight & Sound Theater July 14, 2026 
 
Please contact Pam Mauser at 717-903-3590 or mauser5@comcast.net for information and 

reservations. A flyer is also posted outside Jesse's office in the Adult Education Wing. 

mailto:mauser5@comcast.net


CORNERSTONE COUNSELING 

FOOD ROOM 
 

So far in 2026, we’ve already hit a record 
number of sessions per month, and are 
maintaining a record average number of 
sessions per month!  The board is incredibly 
grateful for your financial and spiritual  
support. 

The needs of the board at this time are 
minimal, though we are looking to consult 
with someone on updating bylaws, 501(c)
(3) status, tax code, etc.  If you or someone 
you know is well-versed in this area, please 
reach out to me! 

Finally, the Cornerstone Open House has 
been rescheduled from April 19th to May 
17th from 10am-1pm.  Come and tour the 
facility, meet the counselor providing the 
sessions, enjoy some light refreshments, 
and see what God is doing in this ministry! 

- Pastor Jesse 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, April 5, 2026   
Text: Matthew  28:1-10 
Title:  “New Beginnings in the Risen Christ” 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2026    
Holy Communion & Confirmation Sunday  
Text: TBD 
Title: Confirming Your Faith 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 19, 2026 
Text: Matthew 7:9-12 
Title: Sermon on the Mount: Talk to God 
 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 
Text: Youth Sunday 
Title: TBD 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 



 

SPRC UPDATE 

SPRC has begun to receive Clergy Profiles for potential pastoral candidates and will be  
arranging interviews soon.  The congregation will be updated as we progress through this  
process.  Please see below to Save the Date and contact us to participate in the Farewell  
Services for Pastor Brendan and his family.   

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS—DEADLINE APRIL 10 

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY 

Thank you for your generous giving  
towards Forward in Faith, which  
enables the church to save for  
future capital expenses vs. going 
into debt.  

As of February 28, 2026: 
• Cost Incurred to Date: $34K 
*Remaining tasks from the current 
project regarding the storage shed 
will be completed in the spring.  

 
Forward in Faith Savings Balance: 
$88K 

(Cost Incurred to Date has been  
removed from this number) 

STEWARDSHIP 



WOMEN’S EVENT 

BEDROCK GANG ADULT MINISTRY UPDATE 
Pastor of Family Ministry: Jesse Funk—jfunk@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 102 

Happy Spring everyone! 

As Spring thankfully rolls along here at HCC, let us remember the words of Christ in John 15: 

 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.       

In light of Easter, let us ask ourselves: Is there any part of Christ that I need to abide in more?  

Do I need more of His life?  His death? His resurrection?  No matter which one it is, Christ 

offers it to us.  In His life we know the joy of the Lord, in His death we know the holiness and 

the love of the Lord, and in His resurrection we know the power of our Lord.  Each of these are 

things God knows we will need in this life, and I pray this resurrection season that the fullness 

of Christ and His finished work may be the primary motivator for all that we do. 
 

To that end, please keep in mind these discipleship opportunities: 

The Women’s Ministry is holding a Ladies’ Retreat on April 11th in the HUB from 9am-3pm.  

Come and enjoy a devotional, worship, prayer, food, crafts, and time with your sisters in 

Christ!  Don’t forget a Show & Tell item!  There is a sign up sheet in the lobby and you can 

reach out to Kathy Stence with any questions. 

The Men’s Ministry holds a Men’s prayer group every other Thursday evening at the church.  

If you’re interested in finding brothers in Christ to bear your burdens, please consider  

attending! 

The Men’s Dartball League runs every Sunday night, thru the month of April, at 630pm down 

at the Youth Center.  Feel free to check it out! 
 

Currently, the vision for the Adult Ministries is to expand our number of prayer groups.   

If you’re interested in leading one, please reach out to me! 

In Christ, 

-Pastor Jesse 



ADULT MINISTRY GROUPS ROCKSTAR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Children’s Ministry Coordinators: Tricia & Adam Farner 

children@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 103  



HALIFAX YOUTH CENTER 

The Halifax Youth Center is 
open on all Halifax full school 

days, from 2:30-5:30pm.   

6th-12th grade students from 
any school are welcome!  

For more information, please 
contact Cherry Pechart:  

youth@halifaxgmc.org   

717-896-8092, ext. 113  

Also, visit the “Halifax Youth 
Center” on Facebook 

ROCKSOLID YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Cherry Pechart—youth@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 113  

We exist to reach, equip, and empower students to be life-long followers of Jesus.  

Youth Recharge/Growth Opportunities 

Youth Sunday School- 

Join us from 9-10am in the HUB.  

6th-7th Grade Sunday School 

Bible in Life- Who Jesus Is 
 

8th-12th Grade Sunday School 

Bible Project- Jesus in the Secular    

World by Ben Pierce  

Wednesday Youth Group-  

Held at the Youth Center 

5:30pm Dinner  

6:00-7:30pm Lesson/Gametime   
 

Lesson Topic April- Book of James 

Jesus in the Secular World:  
Reaching a Culture in Crisis 
by Ben Pierce 
 

In the Jesus in the Secular World small group 
study, Ben Pierce combines vivid illustrations 
from years of front-line ministry with  
practical Biblical principles for how we can 
reach the secular world. 
 

This 8-part series is designed to give you an in
-depth understanding of the secular mindset, 
inspire personal revival, and equip you with 
practical next steps to engage the secular 
world with the powerful Gospel message  
relevantly. 

mailto:youth@halifaxgmc.org


April, 2026 
The calendar is also on our website: www.halifaxgmc.org / Resources / Calendar 


